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Dear Friends,

You may have wondered why the logo of a mountain was chosen to
decorate the front of the Journal of the Church of England (Continuing).
Some may think it is because we have a mountain to climb!  It is indeed
true; we face a very stiff challenge in these difficult days.  To stand for the
truth is not easy.  The broad way, which is easy to enter and follow, is
thronged with people, the narrow way is deserted.  But that is not the reason
we have chosen this logo.  The words alongside the logo are “Jesus Christ
the same, yesterday, today and for ever” (Hebrews 13: 8). We have chosen
the symbol of a mountain for its stability and continuity.  “Thy righteousness
is like the great mountains,” says the psalmist, representing the truth about
God himself, that He is unchanging and his Word is unchanging.  The Lord
says to His people, “I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob
are not consumed” (Malachi 3: 6).  Our trust is in the name of the Lord, and
only as we adhere to his unchanging Word are we safe.  That alone stands
above the flux and change of the world, which is ‘ever learning and never
able to come to the knowledge of the truth’ (2 Timothy 3: 7).

One of the things we have adhered to is the three-fold ministry of
bishops, priests and deacons, and I have written about this, and why we hold
to it, more fully elsewhere in this edition of the Journal, especially in view
of the consecration of the Reverend Edward Malcolm to the episcopate on
the 13th of September. (We pray for God’s blessing upon him and Olive and
their family).  Indeed, what we seek as a church to do, and our constitution
makes this abundantly clear, is to adhere faithfully to the whole body of
truth that we hold in the formularies of the Church of England - its 39
Articles, Prayer Book, and ministry.  We believe this to be the most effective
way to carry over the truth of the Gospel to the next generation.  If the
national church had not itself departed in such a radical manner from its
own foundations, we would have felt no need for the Church of England
(Continuing). Our whole aim was to further the true interests of the national
church.  But when that was made impossible by the constitutional change in
1993, we were left with no other course but that we are now pursuing.  And
in the circumstances, we believe we are still doing what is in the best

2



interests of the Church of England as a whole, for we are bearing witness to
the things for which it ought to stand, alongside it and in spite of itself.  If
the General Synod would admit that it was wrong, and revoke the constitu-
tional change it made in 1993, by admitting women to the ministry, contrary
to the plain teaching of Scripture, we would be very happy to reunite with
it.  But as things stand, that would seem very unlikely, and so we must
continue faithful to the truth and obedient to the Word of God.  In this way
we feel we can best serve our day and generation, and indeed, as I have said,
serve the best interests of the Church of England.  We are its best friends,
though for a time we may be looked upon as its enemies by many.

Sometimes, people who do not understand the situation, may
accuse us of schism, by dividing the church and stirring up trouble.  They
have not thought very deeply about the matter if they think like that, and our
answer must be that of Elijah to Ahab, when Ahab accused the prophet of
being a “troubler in Israel”.  Elijah replied to the king: “I have not troubled
Israel; but thou and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the
commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim”.  Those who
really are the troublers of the church and create division are not those who
faithfully adhere to the truth ad uphold the constitution of the Church of
England, as we do in the Church of England (Continuing), but those who
depart from its doctrines and prayer Book and introduce teachings and
worship that are not according to the Word of God.

We have a mountain to climb, it is true, in these difficult days.  But
we also have a mountain of unchanging truth on our side, which cannot be
shaken.

Yours in Christ Jesus our Saviour,

David Samuel
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WHY BISHOPS?

David Samuel

The Church of England at the Reformation chose to retain the
three-fold ministry, that is, bishops, priests (or presbyters) and deacons.
Other churches such as the Church of Scotland and the Reformed Church in
France did not retain bishops.  The reason given in the Ordinal for the retention
of bishops in the Church of England runs as follows:

It is evident unto all men diligently reading holy Scripture
and ancient authors, that from the Apostles’ time there have
been these orders of ministers in Christ’s Church.  Bishops,
priests and deacons.

The English Reformers valued these orders of ministry because they were
long established and beneficial to the Church of God.  They did not claim
that they were necessary to the church, for in doing that they would be
unchurching those who had adopted different forms of ministry.  But they
claimed that though episcopacy was not of the esse of the church, that is, not
necessary to its being, it was necessary to its bene esse, the well-being of
the church, and therefore not lightly to be set aside.

In approaching this subject we must first examine the claim of the
English Reformers, that from the time of the apostles there have been these
three orders in the church: bishops, priests and deacons.

Early Church

First, Sir William Ramsey, in his book, ‘The Church in the Roman
Empire before 70 AD.’ sees the organisation of the church and its ministry
developing in parallel to the Roman organisation of the state, not consciously
imitating the state, but deriving from it those skills in administration that
made it so efficient.  The world-wide nature of the Christian church, even
from the earliest times, required communication between the different
countries, and those who guided the communication between them played a
decisive part in framing the organisation.

The critical stage in this development came when Jerusalem was
destroyed in 70 AD and the notion of a localised centre of Christianity was
obliterated.  This made it clear that the centralisation of the church could
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only reside in an idea, viz. the process of inter-communication should be
facilitated.  It was necessary to appoint someone to the task.  The word
episcopos means ‘overseer’.  When the deliberative council of elders in the
local church resolved to perform some action, they appointed one of their
number to superintend it.  Any presbyter might be thus appointed an over-
seer for an occasion.  It was natural that proved aptness and power in an
individual presbyter should lead to his having executive duties frequently
assigned to him.  The tried episcopos therefore tended to become permanent,
and to concentrate executive duties in his hands.  The process was gradual.
What began as an ad hoc appointment of a presbyter for a particular function
gradually turned into a permanent office.  We can see here in embryo the
scheme of ministry that was to come to maturity in the 2nd Century, and
which eventually finds expression in the writing of Ignatius Bishop of
Antioch circa 110 - 117.  He was deeply touched by the deputation that
visited him from the churches.  He realised the power that a united church
might exercise, and he saw that still closer organisation through the further
recognition of the bishop’s authority was needed.  The episcopal authority
was to him the centre of order and the guarantee of unity in the church.  He
insists that other bishops should guide the community.

So we see a development taking place in the apostolic and sub-
apostolic periods, when certain presbyters were assigned particular duties of
oversight.  This is the reason why presbuteros is sometimes interchangeable
with episcopos.  But gradually these duties came to be associated with a
particular presbyter, so that the function of episcopos became an office in
the church.  The ordinal, therefore, is right in affirming that from the
apostles’ time there have been three orders of ministers in Christ’s church,
bishops, priests and deacons.  This embryonic structure, present in the
apostles’ time, became fully fledged in the sub-apostolic period.

Other Authors

This position is borne out by other authors. For example, K. S.
Latourette in his ‘History of Christianity,’ states that no central administration
existed at first in the early church for knitting together the many local units
into a single articulated structure. But “before the first century of its existence
was out the church began to display certain organised features which developed
and have persisted with modifications into the twentieth century.  We hear
of offices and officials.  Prominent among them were 1] deacons (from the
Greek word diaconos meaning a servant or minister), 2] elders (the English
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Rev. Malcolm,

A little while ago I was sent a copy of the June edition of the Church of
England Continuing publication - ‘The Journal’.  You ask for comments regarding
he publication - it could be a bit fuller.  I feel that if you are to put over the message
of the C of E C, both to the unsaved masses, and the mass of varied other christian
denominations, then it would help to see more of what the C of E C believes is - the
faith.

As an example you yourself state at the end of your article ‘My Reasons’,
that you fully believe the 39 Articles of Religion.  Could you yourself tell me why,
you personally feel they are all true. As an evangelical convert to the A C C position
I would be particularly interested to read what you have to say.*

I am also writing to you, because of something I read recently in Holy
Scripture, this verse - Nehemiah chapter 4 verse 19: “The work is great and extensive,
and we are separated far from one another on the wall”.  All of us whether we have
joined either the C of E C; the T C E; the T A C; or the A C C; we have left behind
our Babylon, ie the ‘established’ C of E, and struck out for our Anglican
‘Jerusalem’.  All of us, no matter what group, under our respective Bishops, are
busily engaged in building something.  I believe that as long as what we are building
is the Kingdom of God, then all is OK, because if we are not then all that is left to
build is yet another denomination simply repeating, the problems we have left
behind.

To this end I am asking our Mission Prayer co-ordinator, to include all
Anglican groups that are outside the Church of England; in our Sunday service
intercessions and weekly prayer meetings.

I would like to continue to receive regular copies of The Journal.  I would
be glad for any feed back regarding what I have said in this letter,

Yours sincerely in Jesus Christ, our Lord & Saviour,

Philip Barrett.  Dip. TH.  Lay reader in Charge, of the Mission
Parish of St. Budoc, Plymouth.  The Anglican Catholic Church.

Please address replies: The Editor, 15 Bridge Street, Knighton, Powys LD7 1BT
Tel. & Fax 01547 528815.

[*Our Lord, when asked about difficulties in the Old Testament, such as on divorce
in Mark 10 and Matthew 19, did not reply, ‘Yes, I agree with you, the book is too
hard to understand’ Rather He said in effect, ‘You need to forget the traditions and
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theories by which you approach it. Then you will understand it.’ The 39 Articles
only claim to be a true reflection of Scripture. Thus Anglo-Catholics and Liberals
need in approaching the Articles, the one to shed their traditions to which they have
to square the Word, and the other their pre-conceived theories by which they make
it artificially difficult. Then the Articles of Religion and the Scripture the 39 reflect,
will be as plain to them as to the editor].
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(followed by Holy Communion 1st Sunday); 4.00 p.m. Evening Prayer (Holy
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be earmarked.

Secretary
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MATERIAL FOR JANUARY ISSUE BY 20th DECEMBER, PLEASE.

Please send the names and addresses of anyone to whom you would like the Journal
sent. It is free, but donations are welcomed. Would you also please say if the Journal
is no longer required.
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CONSTITUTION

Doctrine: The doctrine of the Continuing Church shall be that of
the 39 Articles of Religion understood in their original, natural and
intended sense.

Worship: The worship of the Continuing Church shall be generally
according to the Book of Common Prayer (1662).

The Authorised Version of the Bible shall be the only version used
in the lectern and the pulpit and in public readings and expositions
at all meetings of the Continuing Church.

Ministry: The consecration and ordination of ministers shall be
according to the Ordinal of the Book of Common Prayer (1662).
The Continuing Church believes in the ministry of women according
to Scripture which does not permit them to teach or exercise
authority, particularly as bishops, priests, and deacons.

Discipline: The church shall be episcopally governed. A general
assembly shall be held not less than once a year consisting of the
bishop and the ministers of the church and representatives of the
local congregations to transact the business of the denomination
and for mutual encouragement and edification.

Membership: New churches may apply for membership of the
Continuing Church on the basis of their agreement with the
doctrine, worship and discipline of that body.

Membership of the local church shall be on the basis of baptism
and confirmation and approval by the local presbyter.

Any matters incapable of resolution shall be referred to the
Ordinary.
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