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Dear Friends,

The decadence of our society is now writ large on the nation’s life,
so that he who runs may read.  The parallels between the decline and fall
of the Roman Empire and the state of Western Civilization in the late
twentieth century have been remarked on before, but perhaps some brief
review of them may serve to heighten our awareness of the danger in
which we now stand.  First, there was the breakup of the Roman Empire,
followed by the issue of doles and benefits to the urban masses and their
growing preoccupation with conflict and violence.  Then came the
breakup of the aristocracy under middle class expansion, and later the
destruction of the middle classes in the interests of the lower classes.
Then there was escalating inflation and ever heavier taxes to support the
army and social services.  Decline in public safety went hand in hand
with decline in standards, behaviour and dress, in imitation of the lower
classes.  Further concessions were made to the lower classes and all were
declared equal.  Superstition, belief in astrology, and other occult systems
grew apace.  Artistic and technical greatness declined, and corruption and
intrigue reached unprecedented levels.

Of course, no exact parallels can be drawn between past and present,
nor can the course of future events be read off automatically from such a
convergence of signs.  But there is sufficient evidence here to cause us
deep concern.  Under God, there were those in the Christian Church who
rose to the challenge these circumstances presented.  Augustine’s great
work The City of God directed people’s minds and hearts to the eternal
order, and the salvation of God in Jesus Christ.  Must we not seek also to
respond to the challenge of our age by setting forth the Christian hope
and the answer of God in history to man’s deepest need of redemption
and new life?  Liberalism in the church at large has emasculated this
message just at the time when Christians should be responding to the
desperate need of the age.  Six million pounds of the church’s money is
spent on the maintenance of the General Synod alone, to produce such
footling motions as to change the tenth commandment to read, “You shall
not covet your neighbours donkey”, instead of ‘“Thou shalt not covet thy
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neighbours ass”.  Is this not fiddling whilst Rome burns?  The world and
our society is in need of the unchanging message of God’s redeeming
love in Jesus Christ.  Let us seek by God’s grace to make it known.

A correspondent to this Journal said recently that we did not make
our position clear.  I am rather surprised at that since it is fully set out in
our constitution.  We hold to the classical Anglican position.  Our
teaching is that of the Thirty-Nine Articles, our liturgy that of the Book
of Common Prayer.  We take these things seriously, and firmly believe all
the articles of the great creeds, and view Scripture as the infallible and
unerring Word of God.  Let those who wish to join in the great task of our
age join us in this, so that the trumpet for our generation has no uncertain
sound.  And let us remember that the time is short.  Our Lord said of him-
self,  “The things concerning me have an end,” that is the prophecies
about him would soon be fulfilled.  Likewise, he said of the nation of
Israel, in the parable of the barren fig tree: “Let it alone this year also, and
I will dig it about and dung it; and if it bear fruit well, and if not, then
after that thou shalt cut it down.”  Three short years decided the fate of
the Jewish people; I believe we are living in critical days and we have no
time to lose.

The arrow is flown,
The moment is gone;
The millennial year

Rushes on to the view, and eternity’s here.
(Charles Wesley)

Yours sincerely in Christ,

David Samuel
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE C of E (C)

SATURDAY 3 JULY 1999

Nibley House, North Nibley, Gloucestershire
10.30 a.m. for 11 o’clock start.

The day includes:
Keynote address by the Presiding Bishop, David N. Samuel Ph.D. in the morning.
Following Lunch, for which we bring our own picnics and drinks, and during

which there is opportunity to walk to the Tyndale Memorial,
A Question and Answer Session with opportunity to discuss the affairs of

the C of E (C). This will include a financial report.
The day ends with tea at 3.30 p.m., after which we disperse. 

There is a collection to cover expenses.

Programme with travel directions obtainable from the Secretary, Dr. N.
Malcolm, Tel. 01934 712520, or SAE to Kingswood House, Pilcorn Street,

Wedmore, Som. BS28 4AW
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THE POWER OF TRUTH

David Samuel

Last year Dr. J. I. Packer gave the Latimer Lecture at Oxford.  Dr.
Packer is an Anglican now living in Canada, where he is Professor of
Theology at Regent College, Vancouver. He has a wide knowledge of
Anglicanism.  The title of his lecture was ‘Unity in Truth: the Anglican
Agony’.  The burden of his address was that the Church of England and the
Anglican Communion were in crisis. Communal structures have been shaken
loose; the ‘centre cannot hold’, Anglicanism will fly apart.  World
Anglicanism is an accident, its growth and development could not have been
predicted.  However, there is nothing inevitable about its growth or even its
survival.

World Anglicanism has become ambiguous.  It was defined by its
links with bishops and the use of the Book of Common Prayer.  Each new
province affirmed its solidarity with other parts.  Now it has drifted from its
foundation, from the Book of Common Prayer and the 39 Articles of
Religion.  Anglicanism has been politicised.  Power blocks have been formed
which are determined to get their own way.  The result has been a landslide into
liberalism.  With liberalism in control the church is under pressure to adapt
to the world.  This has meant relativism in theology, syncretism in religion,
naturalism in liturgy, unisex in ministry, and a socio-political concept of
mission.  Provinces are split and out of line with their Anglican heritage; small
wonder they are declining.  Anglican comprehensiveness has exploded.



What can be done, Dr. Packer asked, from this position to strengthen
unity? Unity cannot be recovered without truth. He suggested that a moratorium
be set on hasty change; that there be an appeal for debate and tolerance; and
that theological development take place from fundamentals. Of course, Dr.
Packer acknowledged that none of this might happen, and if that is the case
we shall simply have to ‘go gaily in the dark’, to borrow a phrase from G.K.
Chesterton. While I differ from Dr. Packer on a number of issues, especially
his involvement with ‘Protestants and Catholics Together’, he is right in his
assessment of the state of Anglicanism; it is now in crisis. There is nothing
doctrinally to hold it together.  All the basic verities have been given up,
revelation has been abandoned.

No Revelation
During the women’s ordination debate in General Synod in 1993 the

Bishop of Sheffield warned of the danger of the church taking an a-revelational
position, that is, acting as if there were no revelation in Scripture.  That how-
ever, is what the Church of England has done and is doing.  But the Bishop
of Sheffield was not the first to discern this danger.  There were those who
sensed it coming many years ago.  It was a necessary consequence of the
theological liberalism then being adopted.  The acceptance of these teachings
meant that the Bible and positive doctrinal teaching were being downgraded.
But there was another factor also working with this.  Some kind of external
unity and comprehension were being sought, the reunion of Christendom, of
all persuasions and traditions.  Doctrine stood in the way of this, so doctrine
was downgraded.  This is what B. B. Warfield said about it at the time:

‘The assault upon positive doctrinal teaching is presented today
chiefly under the flag of ‘comprehension’.  Men bewail divisions of the
church of Christ and propose that we shall stop thinking, so that we may
no longer think differently.  This is the true account to give of many of
the phases of the modern movement  of church union.  Men are tired of
thinking.  They are tired of defending the truth.  Let us all stop think-
ing, stop believing, they cry, and what a happy family we  shall be’

(The Theology of the Reformation p 588).

It is dangerous, indeed disastrous to play down doctrine, because doctrine
is fundamental to the church’s very existence.  The loss of doctrine, of truth,
is not something the church can survive, as a man can survive the loss of a
limb and yet get along quite well after a fashion. The loss of truth means
annihilation.  The relationship between the Word of truth and the church is
shown to us very clearly in Scripture.

The Church and Truth
The church, the apostle Paul says in Ephesians 2: 20, is ‘built upon the

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
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corner stone.’ What Paul is saying is that the church rests upon the teaching
of the apostles and prophets concerning Jesus Christ.  The truth concerning
him is the foundation stone.  Remove that and the building collapses.
Again, in 1 Timothy 3: 15 Paul speaks of the church as ‘the pillar and ground
of the truth’.  What the apostle means is that the church holds forth and
publishes the truth concerning Christ just as a post or pillar to which a procla-
mation is affixed holds forth the proclamation.  But what is the pillar with-
out the proclamation?  What is a signpost without a sign?  Its very existence
is negated by that fact.  Yet again, in the Book of Revelation we are told that
the churches are like candlesticks or lampholders.  But a lampholder is merely
a contrivance for holding up a lamp.  The lampholder can itself give no light.
If the lamp of the Gospel goes out the lampholder is useless.  Which is why
Christ warns the church at Ephesus to ‘repent, and do the first works; or else
I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his
place’ (Revelation 2: 5).  He will take it away since it no longer serves any
useful purpose. As Bishop Ryle put it:

‘It is not orders, or endowments, or liturgies that will keep a
church alive.  Let free forgiveness through Christ be faithfully pro-
claimed in her pulpits, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against her.
Let it be kept back, and  her candlestick will soon be taken away’.

So we see that the Bible repeatedly asserts that local, institutional
churches, (not of course the true, universal church of God’s elect), cannot
lose the truth without being in the greatest peril of ceasing to exist.  Where
are those churches in Asia Minor to which the apostle John wrote?  They are
no more.  And there is no guarantee that the church here in England will go
on without the truth.  Its whole existence is bound up with the Gospel, with
revealed truth.

Recovery of Truth
Therefore the great issue before the church today is the recovery of

truth, of doctrinal integrity, of eternal verities.  Without truth everything is
lost.  But I see no sign of its recovery within the established church, and I
will tell you why.  Since the measure for the ordination of women there has
been a lot of talk about ‘two integrities’.  The bishops were afraid that there
might be a mass exodus of priests following the passing of the measure and
so they felt something had to be done to prevent that.  A Code of Conduct
was devised which in no way changed or qualified the measure and the
rigour of the canon attaching to it, but allowed priests in practice to ignore it.
So while they took an oath of canonical obedience which included state-
ments that the ordination of women is not repugnant to Scripture and that
women are lawfully ordained priests and ought to be so accounted both by
themselves and others, yet in practice they could disregard it. 
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What then does the expression ‘two integrities’ mean?  It means no
integrity at all.  But in a sense this is not new, the ground for it has been pre-
pared over a long period of time.  When Parliament rejected the 1928
Deposited Prayer Book, the bishops made it known that the clergy might use
it, though it had no lawful authority, and so ministers who had solemnly
sworn to ‘use the form in the said book prescribed, and none other, except so
far as shall be ordered by lawful authority’, were permitted to use the
deposited book.  For decades Anglo-Catholics practised ‘mental reservation’,
that is they subscribed to the Thirty-Nine Articles publicly, then said they did
not really believe them.  With the connivance of the bishops they said one
thing and did another.  Dishonesty was institutionalised and turned into a
way of life.  We see the same thing operating today with regard to the question
of homosexuality.  The official position of the Church of England is that
practicing homosexuals cannot be ordained.  Yet it is common knowledge
that certain bishops ignore this ruling and proceed to ordain such persons
regardless of it.  So you see why I say there is little prospect of the recovery
of truth in the national church.  Evasion, equivocation, dissembling, have
seeped into the texture of its life to such an extent that it is virtually
impossible to eradicate it.

Steps to be Taken
But to come back to my point, the recovery of truth is of fundamental

importance, and if it cannot be done within the established church, it must be
done outside it.

First, it is essential that ministers should be those who have experienced
the power of the truth, that they should have felt the force of the
doctrines they preach. Thomas Scott, the celebrated Bible commentator,
wrote a book entitled, ‘The Force of Truth’.  He was at one time a Unitarian
in his theology, though a clergyman of the established church.  He had sub-
scribed the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion but did not believe them.  But he
came under conviction of sin, and being near Olney where John Newton was
the curate conversed with him.  He came to experience the doctrines of grace
and the truth was written in his heart by the Spirit of God.  He gave an
account of this in ‘The Force of Truth’.

Ezekiel speaks of the prophet as a watchman whose duty it is to awaken
others.  But the watchman must first be awake himself.  A man cannot
effectively preach repentance, the new birth and justification by faith unless
he knows of these things at first hand.

Secondly, we must hold definite doctrinal views. This may be
regarded by some as too rigid or legalistic.  But how else can the Gospel of
truth be preserved?  In Scripture the Gospel is identified with certain doctrines.
Paul wrote to Galatia and Corinth exhorting the churches there that they were
to hold to the teaching he had given them and no other.  ‘Though we or an
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